
LECTURE 4.5

READING SCIENTIFIC 
PAPERS



PAPER STRUCTURE



WHAT IS AN ABSTRACT?

1. What is already known 

about the subject, related to 

the paper in question?

2. What is not known about 

the subject and hence what 

the study intended to 

examine (or what the paper 

seeks to present)? 

Andrade 2011, Indian J. Psych



ABSTRACT STRUCTURE



HOW TO USE AN ABSTRACT

Andrade 2011, Indian J. Psych

“ … most readers will acknowledge, with a chuckle, that 

when they leaf through the hard copy of a journal, they 

look at only the titles of the contained papers. If a title 

interests them, they glance through the abstract of that 

paper. Only a dedicated reader will peruse the contents 
of the paper, and then, most often only the introduction 

and discussion sections. Only a reader with a very 

specific interest in the subject of the paper, and a need 

to understand it thoroughly, will read the entire paper.”



READING STRATEGIES



KEY TAKEAWAYS



READ SANFORD 1999 (10 mins)

HINT: 
While reading, 
demarcate the 
Abstract, Intro, 

Methods, Results, 
Discussion



WHAT WERE KEY 
TAKEAWAYS FROM THIS 

PAPER?



WHAT STRATEGIES DID 
YOU USE TO READ THE 

PAPER?



WHAT WAS HARD / EASY 
ABOUT READING THE 

PAPER?



JOURNAL ARTICLE NOTEBOOK



NEXT WEEK

APPLYING TO 
JOBS & INTERNSHIPS



BEFORE CLASS NEXT WEEK

Complete Assignment 4

Watch Short ICC Video(s) in prep 

for next week

Think about what kind of job you 

might want after undergrad

Begin to winnow down topics for 

our wild card class!



QUESTIONS?


