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● Formal language
● Third person* (outside of methods)
● Conventional structure
● Objective tone
● Audience: other scientists

Academic (Formal) Writing
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Popular (Informal) Science Writing
● Accessible language
● Liberal use of 1st, 2nd and 3rd person 
● Many structures and styles
● More subjective
● Audience: Everyone!
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Academic (Formal) vs. Popular (Informal) 



Academic 
Paper

Formal

Conventional

Objective 

Third person

Audience: 
scientists  in 
your  field

Grant Apps.

2nd & 3rd

Audience: 
scientists in & 
outside your 
field

Press 
Release

Informal

Audience: 
any scientists 

Pop. Sci 
Articles

Informal

Unconventional

More Subjective

Audience: 
anyone

Blogs*

Informal

Subjective

1st, 2nd & 3rd

Audience: 
anyone & 
their feelings 



White paper
Formal
Conventional
Third person
Presents facts, yet
Very subjective
Persuasive

Audience
Anyone and their feelings

{
{

Formal

Informal



Writing Tips
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Figure out what works for YOU
● When in the day do you write best?

○ Morning? Afternoon? Evening?
● How do you write best?

○ Hourly or longer blocks?
○ Pomodoros? 

● BLOCK OUT THAT TIME

Editing and Feedback Buddies
● A few, various perspectives and levels of experience
● As least one you trust to give non-judgemental feedback on your 

roughest writing



Writing Resources + Opportunities
https://www.compassscicomm.org/tools-resources/Resources



Sci-comm I-cons
Audience

Age

Interest
RaceGender

Anyone?



Message Box Activity
Breakout rooms
● 2 groups of 5
● Start with study 

○ Each find one 
● Read write-up by Kat

○ Adjust                       

Group 1: https://climatechange.ucdavis.edu/news/cacti-and-other-iconic-desert-plants-threatened-by-solar-development/

Group 2: https://climatechange.ucdavis.edu/news/for-red-abalone-resisting-ocean-acidification-starts-with-mom/
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